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fall honours of recognised and successful divinity. It is easy
to perceive how the formal bestowal of posthumous honours,
in their first stage not unlike our State funerals and monu-
ments, with memorial tablets, mausolea, and titular dis-
tinctions of a sacred character, must attract the religious
feelings of the multitude, and stimulate the world-wide pro-
pensity towards adoration of the dead. The Government
has therefore no difficulty in promoting the spirits of deceased
notables to the superior grades of clivinit3r, whenever this
may seem expedient; and has only to anticipate and direct
public opinion by a judicious selection of qualified personages.
In this way the Emperor, himself a sacred and semi-divine
personage, seems to have gradually acquired something like a
monopoly of deification, which he uses as a constitutional
prerogative, like the right of creating peers. And the special
value in China of posthumous honours is that they have a
natural tendency, to qualify the recipients for this higher
promotion to the grade of divinity.

The system of posthumous distinctions is not confined to
the recognition of eminent services rendered officially, or in
a piivate capacity, to the public. The State in China occupies
itself directly with morality as well as with religion ; and any
person whose conduct has been meritorious or exemplary
may be reported, after death, to the proper board or college,
which decrees appropriate marks of approbation. Cases of
filial and conjugal devotion are constantly reported by the
provincial authorities ; also instances of devoted widowhood;
there is one example of reward sanctioned to a young lady
who died of grief at the death of her betrothed; .and another
Jiancee who starved herself to death for the same reason getsT
posthumous approbation. In all these instances the virtuous
deeds of the persons mentioned are solemnly rehearsed by the
Gazettes; while on the other hand, the neglect of filial duties
is properly stigmatized^ In April, 1878, the Censor reports
an individual who, besides wearing a button to which he was
not entitled, ** continued to perform his official duties after
Ms mother's death, and wore no mourning for her.5* A dis-^
tinguished spirit may often obtain further advancement by